Chemical probing studies of the hepatitis delta virus (HDV) genomic ribozyme.
We have investigated the higher-order structure of HDV genomic ribozyme using various base-and phosphate-specific chemical probes under native, semi-denaturing and denaturing conditions. The bases of the HDV ribozyme were probed by treatment with dimethylsulfate and carbodiimide. In general, our results are consistent with the proposed pseudoknot model of secondary structure. The involvement of phosphates in hydrogen bonds or ion co-ordination was monitored with ethylnitrosourea.